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A growth in the number of women of color has accompanied the growth in 
women’s representation in the House. The 1992 elections increased the number of 
African American members in Congress from 26 to 39, including 9 African 
American women, 8 in the House and 1 in the Senate. In the same election, the 
number of Hispanic members increased from 11 to 17, including 3 women in the 
House, and the number of Asian American members increased from 5 to 6, 
including 1 woman in the House. The increase in members of color in both cham-
bers of Congress from the 103rd Congress (1993–1994) to the 112th Congress 
(2011–2012) has been slow, from 63 to 77, in part because minority members 
frequently represent majority minority districts in the House, and Supreme Court 
decisions since the 1992 elections have limited gerrymandering based on race. In 
the 112th Congress, 22 of the 49 Democratic women in the House are women of 
color, a group comprised of 13 African American women, 5 Latinas, and 4 Asian 
American women. Of the 24 Republican congresswomen serving in the House, 
two are Latina. Women of color, while underrepresented in Congress relative to 
their numbers in the United States, comprise 21 percent of all women in the 
House while men of color comprise 14 percent of all men in the House. No 
women of color serve in the Senate in the 112th Congress.

Women’s underrepresentation in Congress is not the result of a lack of suc-
cess among women candidates. Instead, it is the result of a lack of women can-
didates. Indeed, women congressional candidates win at the same rate as men, 
including in open seat races.6 Women win primaries as often, or more often, than 
men as well: in most election cycles since 1958, women have been nominated as 
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Figure 3-2  Women in the House, 1981–2012, by Party

Source: Compiled by the author using data from the Center for American Women and 
Politics, http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu.


